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With reddish watery eyes, Anton Pavlovich Chekhov wearily
glanced at the bluish tearfull sea, where waves were on guard
not to cross the threshhod of the beach; where scraps of
human leftovers wavered from far, covered by sand, and lice—
infleeted cats rasped and clawed for their content.
The weather was autumnly mild. The waves humming in
objection to being sacrificed at a waivy altar, dragged to the
beach just like a truculent donkey by a Russian peasant. Allt
his while the birds in the skies wavered since hours, still
running the possibility of distant lands, waging pros and
contras, dismissing their departure at the very last instance.
From the sea his eyes wandered to the French girl, cowered at
the floor beside his feet, sewing an old frock, which must have

been dear to her heart, immersed in wrapping the indiscernible
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thread around the needle, while onl God knows what train of
thoughts were roaming through her head.

She was accorded with many taks round the house. At times
he fulfilled the role of the servant, at others she was just a
nurse, though she halso had a hand or a mouth for a story
teller, and even a jester, those who are bred in royal court to,
doomed to keep their kings at high spirits, tipping over
beforehand any of their mood swings.

But her tricks ran lately ashore, as his despair and discontent
grapped hold of him more and more, especially during the
bleak afternoon, whem the curtain of day was slowly pulled,
that it seemed it would never make way for the night.

Though at the beginning Anton Pavlovich Chekhov seemed
light at hear, right upon his arrival, about a month ago, to Port
Said, claiming that he had gotten tired of his Siberian exile at
Yalta, as he put it. There her had to spent autumn and winter,
inorder for his worn out lungs to recuperate. Yet soon despair
grief kept up with him in his nex exile. And it turned out the the
change of scenery was not so promising after all. His dreams
of wandering the myth—-enshrouded Orient, which brought him
here, soon evaporated, as if turned out they were mere

legends.



Since his arrival, he barely left his little hut, he rented by the
sea. And time passed by as slowly as a sentence.

Everz daz, | ask mzself, what brought me to this dreary town,
he muffled. It is more dreary than Yalta.

Without lifting her eyes the French girl mildly reprimanded him,
as a mother would her child, though she was twenty years
younger than him, probably twenty two or three.

You should not talk like this Master Chekhov. You know the
climate is good for your chest.

But the sea, he uttered. It is so empty of humans.

She was used by then to unexpected train of thoughts, his
speech and silences, and abrupt and incoherent utterances.
He does not care for the sea. He d rather sit somewhere
where it is lively and listen to cherry music.

He contemplated her face canvassing the needle to pull
through the thread, and seemed so gently tender at this
instance. He deemed her quite intelligent and funny, and was
accustomed to her in very short time. Thank goodness he did
not fall into the trap of an old and boring nurse. When she was
introduced to him by the Russian Counsil in Cairo, Mr. Ivan
Isovic, who rented the house and appointd her to him,
promising him she was at his command any time, he remarked

that she, Lilli, had read all his work, though Chekhov did not
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really care for this. At least she was smart enough not to evoke
them during his presence.

Thank God he was not also attracted to her. He could stand
the thought at this stage. She was relatively short. Had red
haor. Face full of freckles and green eyes with tiny black dots.
What good did women do me, he said to himself. Lately he
had the habit of uttering out loud his thought, like an old man,
recuperating memoriesm he cannot bear not to give testimony
over them.

Have you said something Master Chekhov?

No, he mumbled, and furnished his neck from the chilly
breezes swooshing over from Constantinobel. | did not say a
word.

His eyes wandered again to the empty beach, and he saked
himself for the thousandth time, why of all cities in the world,
he decided to come to this coastal town. If they had at least a
real melancholic autumn like Moscow. But this is not even an
autumn.

Lilli.

She raised her gaze at him and exhaled a light breath,
bosomed in impatience. Her eyes tried to look interested, but
she seems tired.

If you refuse to talk to me, | will go crazy.



But | do not refuse to talk to you.
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